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PREFACE

While the performance of the economy receives significant attention through a series
of broad ’macroeconomic’indicators (e.g. the consumer price index, production price
index, gross domestic product growth by quarters, etc.) that are reported regularly,
there is not a similar focus on many ’social indicators’. 

At the July 2003 Cabinet Lekgotla, government took a decision to undertake a
country/macro-social analysis to focus its attention on how these indicators were
behaving over time. This would help inform our assessment of the efficacy or
appropriateness of government’s social programmes. The discussion document on
macro-social trends in South Africa (Macro-Social Report [MSR]) is based on
extensive research and discussions at the Forum of South African Directors-General
clusters and Cabinet. 

The matters raised in the document are critical in understanding the movement of
our society from its apartheid past towards non-racialism, equity and unity in
diversity. Though many of the critical social trends may require a longer timeline than
a decade to evince definite patterns, the analysis depicts important critical drifts,
some because of public policy and others occurring somewhat independently of
material conditions and policy prescripts.

The release of the MSR for public discussion provides an opportunity for interaction
across society on the many critical issues it raises. This will afford South Africans the
opportunity to reflect on such critical matters as identity, networks of social solidari-
ty and social mobility – the better to determine the role that each one of us can play
in building a society that cares. 

Arising from work done in preparing the MSR, the Policy Co-ordination and Advisory
Services (PCAS) is pursuing various areas of policy analysis, such as the National
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Income Dynamics Study, which will provide new data, to be tracked over time, on
issues of income dynamics and social mobility.

We do hope that the discussion generated by this document will help propel our
democracy to new heights.

Joel Netshitenzhe
Head: Policy Co-ordination and Advisory Services (PCAS)
Frank Chikane
Director-General: The Presidency

4 A DISCUSSION DOCUMENTON MACRO-SOCIALTRENDS IN SOUTH AFRICA



I BACKGROUND 7

II SOCIAL CONDITIONS – MAJOR TRENDS IN THE PAST DECADE 9
1 Economic development impacting directly on social conditions 9
2 Impact of major social programmes 9
3 Building a law-governed society 10
4 Governance and legitimacy of the system 10

III SOCIAL STRUCTURE AND SOCIAL MOBILITY 11
5 Assessing poverty and inequality trends 11
6 Dynamics of income mobility 15
7 Mobility and the middle strata 17
8 Trends in small, medium and micro enterprises 20
9 The relevance of education to entrepreneurship 24

IV DIVERSITY – DEMOGRAPHICS OF RACE AND NATIONALITY 25
10 Demographics of race and power relations 26
11 Public opinion on race relations 30
12 Demographics of language 32
13 Language usage, social status and identity 36

V DIVERSITY – DEMOGRAPHICS OF AGE, GENDER AND DISABILITY 39
14 Demographics of age 39
15 Age and social status 43
16 Youth opinions on pride and identity 45
17 Demographics of gender 46
18 Gender, social status and opinions 47
19 Demographics of disability and trends in social status 50

VI MIGRATION, CAUSES OF MORTALITY AND CRIME 52
20 Demographics of migration 52

A NATION IN THE MAKING 5



21 Underlying trends in migration 55
22 Causes of death and social demographics 57
23 Unnatural trend – impact of HIV and AIDS? 61
24 Crime trends and their relevance to social cohesion 65
25 Public perceptions of the criminal justice system 69

VII ORGANISATION OF SOCIAL LIFE AND SOCIAL NETWORKS 70
26 Trends in households and families 71
27 Social networks and social capital 73
28 Community and social organisation 74
29 Religion and social organisation 76
30 Attitudes among Christians in South Africa 78
31 Social organisation and the human rights regime 79

VIII IDENTITY AND SELF-WORTH 85
32 Trends in social self-definition 85
33 Identity and social values 87
34 Attitudes towards corruption in government 89
35 Social values and frames of reference 91

IX CONCLUSION – DISTILLING THE MAJOR TRENDS 93
36 Overall characterisation of society 93
37 Main social trends 95
38 Social networks and social capital 96
39 Social identity and self-worth 97

X CONCLUDING REMARKS 99

XI    SELECTED REFERENCES 101

XII LIST OF ACRONYMS 107

6 A DISCUSSION DOCUMENTON MACRO-SOCIALTRENDS IN SOUTH AFRICA


