
 

 

PREFACE 

This study was conducted as part of a UNICEF-commissioned review of social protection 
measures reaching the increasing numbers of vulnerable children in east and southern 
Africa. The components completed in 2005 looked at three types of social protection 
interventions: cash transfers, public works programmes (UCT, 2005) and measures that 
ensure access and retention for educationally marginalised children (MTT/HEARD, 2005). 
Save the Children UK and HelpAge International (HAI) were commissioned to carry out the 
unconditional cash transfer component of this review. 
 
Save the Children and HAI share programming and policy engagement agendas focussing 
on inclusive and intergenerational approaches to poverty reduction in the context of 
international development goals and the rights of young and older people. Save the Children1 
works on different aspects of social protection policy and practice including food security and 
vulnerability, HIV and AIDS and support for vulnerable children, and health and education, 
including cash transfers in both humanitarian and development contexts. HAI has carried out 
comprehensive research and policy analysis on the need for and feasibility of social 
pensions both for vulnerable older people and children, many of whom live with older 
relatives2. Both organisations are long-standing partners of the Chronic Poverty Research 
Centre (CPRC) in the UK, and Save the Children is the home of the Childhood Poverty 
Research and Policy Centre (CHIP). The Institute of Development Studies (IDS), 
represented by Stephen Devereux, brought extensive knowledge of food security and social 
protection in Africa, strong research and analysis skills to the project. 
 
This report was written by: Stephen Devereux, Research Fellow at IDS; Jenni Marshall, 
Poverty Policy Advisor at Save the Children UK; Jane MacAskill, Save the Children UK’s 
Consultant Livelihoods & Social Protection Advisor in Southern Africa; and Larissa Pelham, 
Research Assistant at IDS. Significant technical input on pensions and older aged people as 
carers was provided by Mandy Heslop, Research and Training Manager of HAI and technical 
input and practical support was provided by Christina D’Allesandro, HIV Adviser at Save the 
Children UK. 
 
Other inputs were gratefully received from John Wyeth, Save the Children UK Ethiopia; Mark 
Gorman and Sylvia Beales, HAI; Colette Solomon; Michael O’Donnell, Vanessa Herringshaw 
and Celia Petty, Save the Children UK. Many thanks to Stephen Kidd, DFID; David Alnwick, 
Doug Webb and David Dyck Fehderau, UNICEF ESARO; Marito Garcia and Kalanidhi 
Subbarao, World Bank; and attendees of UNICEF’s meeting in September 2005 for their 
very useful comments. Most importantly, thanks to Edda Collier, Amdissa Teshome, Alison 
Nabugwere, Andrew Nyanguru and David Croome and all who facilitated and took part in the 
research across the region, particularly in Ethiopia, Lesotho, Mozambique, Zambia, Kenya 
and Tanzania. 
 

                                          
1 In the region, Save the Children UK has programmes in Angola, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Rwanda, 

Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania and Zimbabwe with SC Alliance programmes in Malawi, 
Swaziland and Uganda. 

2 HAI has offices in Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique and Tanzania and partners in Lesotho and Zambia. 
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A series of stand-alone annexes complements this report, available from UNICEF, Save the 
Children, HelpAge International and IDS websites:3

• Collier, E and MacAskill, J, 2005, Country case study report on the ‘INAS Food Subsidy 
Programme’ in Mozambique. 

• Devereux, S and Marshall, J 2005, Methodology manual for research on cash transfers.  
• Nabugwere, A and MacAskill, J, 2005, Country case study report on the ‘Kalomo District 

Pilot Social Cash Transfer Scheme’ in Zambia. 
• Pelham, L, Nyanguru, A and Croome, D, 2005, Country case study report on Lesotho’s 

‘Old Age Pension’. 
• Amdissa Teshome with Devereux, S, 2005, Country case study report on the ‘Meket 

Livelihoods Project’ in Ethiopia. 

                                          
3 www.savethechildren.org.uk; www.helpage.org; www.childhoodpoverty.org.uk; www.ids.ac.uk. 
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http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/
http://www.helpage.org.uk/
http://www.childhoodpoverty.org.uk/
http://www.ids.ac.uk/

