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Explanatory notes

Classification by country or commodity group

The classification of countries in this Report has been adopted solely for the purposes of statistical or
analytical convenience and does not necessarily imply any judgement concerning the stage of devel-
opment of a particular country or area.

The major country groupings distinguished are:
» Developed or industrial(ized) countries: in general the countries members of OECD (other than

the Czech Republic, Hungary, Mexico, Poland, the Republic of Korea, Slovakia and Turkey).
» Transition economies: the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, the Commonwealth of Inde-

pendent States (CIS) and the Baltic States.
» Developing countries: all countries, territories or areas not specified above.

The term �country� refers, as appropriate, also to territories or areas.

References to �Latin America� in the text or tables include the Caribbean countries unless otherwise
indicated.

Unless otherwise stated, the classification by commodity group used in this Report follows generally
that employed in the UNCTAD Handbook of Statistics 2003 (United Nations publication, sales no.
E/F.03.II.D.33).

Other notes

References in the text to TDR are to the Trade and Development Report (of a particular year). For
example, TDR 2003 refers to Trade and Development Report, 2003 (United Nations publication, sales
no. E.03.II.D.7).

The term �dollar� ($) refers to United States dollars, unless otherwise stated.

The term �billion� signifies 1,000 million.

The term �tons� refers to metric tons.

Annual rates of growth and change refer to compound rates.

Exports are valued FOB and imports CIF, unless otherwise specified.

Use of a dash (�) between dates representing years, e.g. 1988�1990, signifies the full period
involved, including the initial and final years.

An oblique stroke (/) between two years, e.g. 2000/01, signifies a fiscal or crop year.

A dot (.) indicates that the item is not applicable.

Two dots (..) indicate that the data are not available, or are not separately reported.

A dash (-) or a zero (0) indicates that the amount is nil or negligible.

A plus sign (+) before a figure indicates an increase; a minus sign (-) before a figure indicates a
decrease.

Details and percentages do not necessarily add to totals because of rounding.




